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Mm at their complaint it would seem to give a victory to the town and prejudice his service. He said I was in the right, and lie would be careful in the doing of it. The best argument to be used with the King in these cases was from point of honour.
February 17. I went to tell my Lord Sundcrland (Lord President and Secretary of State) that the aldermen were come up with the intention and to the same effect as I had before told the King; who answered me very surlily, and said the King was the best judge when and in what manner to punish his officers ; that my lieutenant was not to escape any more than others in case he deserved it, which did something surprise me, his manner of speaking it being angry and haughty,
February 21. • Dining with the Marquis of Halifax, we had much discourse concerning affairs as they then stood. He advised me to accept of an embassy (if it could be exchanged) for the government of York, and told me which way it might' be obtained ; but we did not agree in the proposal.
February 23. The King went into Hyde Park to see his two regiments of Guards mustered. He had seen some part of them some days before, and found fault with their being not full; he excepted my brother's company, and told him, both in the field and the next day at Whitehall, that it was the best company there, and bade the Duke of Grafton take notice of it that the rest should be as good; and for that reason he saw them again to know the reason of their being so defective, for he was exact in these things.
About this time the Duke of Gordon, a papist, was made governor of Edinburgh Castle, and the Duke of Queensberry (who was adversary to my Lord Perth, Lord Chancellor of Scotland, and had lately professed himself a papist) was laid aside from his office of Lord Treasurer.